October 2014, with a light breeze
blowing and dawn breaking across the
hills, a herd of bison took the first
steps on their return to the Cherokee
Nation. May 9, 2016, the bi-
son became the first national mammal
of the United States . Elevating it to
the giddy heights of symbolism cur-
rently occupied by the bald eagle. Lit-
tle more than 100 years since it was
virtually exterminated in America in a
manic bid to demolish Native Ameri-
can resistance, the bison now has es-
tablishment status.
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