AN ACT EMANCIPATING THE SLAVES IN THE In 1861, Principal Chief John Ross tried desperately to keep the

CHEROKEE NATION Cherokee Nation out of the whiteman's war. By the end of the sum-
mer a treaty was negotiated with the Confederacy. In spite of the al-
liance with the Confederacy, many Cherokee had no affection for the

Be it emacted dy the Natiomal Cowncil: That all Negro

and other slaves within the lands of the Cherokee Nation

be and they are hercby emancipated from slavery, and Southern States who had forced them from their homeland in the
any person or I" rvoms who may have been held in slav- East.

ery are hereby declared to be foreve froe Ross traveled to Washington to try to convince President Lincoln
"f"’“":;_’_‘,'.":'“h"i;k' n) ',.“lh" - "] g~ , '(;","'l":: '::f;'::: that the Confederate Treaty was signed under duress and the majori-
who. after the sald acth day of June, 1861, shall offend ty of Cherokee were loyal to the Union. The National Council re-
agninst the provisiopdiiiels act, by enslaving or hold- scinded the Confederate Treaty and emancipated slaves in the Chero-
g any person in SRR 0 the limits of the Chero- kee Nation. However, it was another year before Federal Troops ef-

kee Nation, he opy S [ . .
the ,.,,f',w,: re an SEREEREE s of this nation having fectively controlled the Cherokee Nation.

jurisdiction of ne SERSELEE 8 ,,r,d pay for cach offense The Nation was essentially a no-.mm.z's land. While thql{sands of
a sum not less than o 9.d (810001 dollars, or more Loyal Cherokee refugees were starving in Kansas, the families of the
':“" five thousand i Tollars, at the discretion of Southern Cherokee were refugees in Texas and Arkansas.
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